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Hebrews 2:14-15 

Since the children 
have flesh and 
blood, he too 
shared in their    
humanity so that 
by his death he 
might break the 
power of him who 
holds the power of 
deathðthat is, the 
devilð 

15 and free 
those who all their 
lives were held in 
slavery by their 
fear of death.  
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Pastor Larry recently received an email from the ALPHA organization which was both 
alarming and comforting.  The email and attached video discussed the trends of sharing 
Christ within the ñAmerican Church,ò referring to all denominations and all age groups.  
A Barna Group study discovered that nearly half (47%) of Christian millennials think that 
sharing one's faith is wrong.  Even though people want to share what they love on Fa-
cebook, Instagram, and Twitter, their hope and salvation through Jesus Christ is not 
one of those things.  Yet, 94% of this same group think that knowing Jesus is the best 
thing that could happen to anyone.  Current trends show that, for every church which is 
open and growing, four are closing.  Over the past three decades 54% of young people 
have left the church by the age of thirty.  If the trend continues, 42 million millennials, 
who were raised in church will eventually leave. 
ALPHA, as explained in the video, is uniquely designed to assist a church in reaching 
and mobilizing millennials by changing the way we evangelize.  Traditionally, sharing the 
Gospel message is accomplished by . . . ñget the people here on the weekend and we 
will PROCLAIM the truth; we will hammer it in.ò  The new strategy includes a         
CONVERSATION in which we listen to the questions that our culture is asking. ñWhat 
should I do with my life?  What is my purpose?ò  ñIf there is a God, what would you ask 
him?ò ALPHA is designed so that we don't need to have the answers to the questions.  
However, providing the space for talking to others and asking the questions is needed. 
By using the tool of the ALPHA program we are offering that space to our youth group, 
hoping to sow seeds that bring them to a decision for a life in Christ.  As there are 
struggles in all aspects of life, even in homes, there is no need to hammer the procla-
mation; young people need to have the conversations in which they feel free to share 
their questions.  ALPHA asks the basic and tough questions and gently guides them to 
what the Bible says and who Jesus is.  By being a place to ask questions and listen, it is 
hoped that more will want to follow Jesus as we conclude this series.     
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Applying Bible PrinciplesðBy Kenneth Williams 
All that we have belongs to God. He is our Source according to Psalm 62:5. We are only managers and stewards 
of what He has entrusted to us. 
 
Because all that we have belongs to God, and because He gives us the ability to obtain wealth, every spending 
decision is in reality a spiritual decision. Our constant goal must be to glorify God in how we use His resources. 
 
We have a choice. We can squander them on things that do not matter in ñthe long run,ò things that do not count 
for eternity. We can hoard them, putting our total emphasis on the ñrainy dayò that is yet to come. We can refuse 
to share with others who are in need. We can be stingy when it comes to giving back to the Lord that which is 
rightfully His. Certainly we have the ability to treat our possessions in any of these ways. But do we have the 
right? 
     
When we take any of these approaches, we act as though the money is really ours. We fail to recognize the truth 
of Deuteronomy 8:18: ñBut remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 
wealth.ò And when we act as though the money is ours, we fail to glorify God in its use.  
 
If our goals and ambitions are truly set on spiritual things, if our emphasis in life is to glorify God, we will use 
the funds He has entrusted to us on a temporary basis to glorify Him. We will put Godôs money and possession 
to good use by giving to His work and by storing up ñtreasures in heavenò (Matthew 6:19-21) 
 
When he was president of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Gordon MacDonald said, ñOne of the greatest 
missing teachings in the American church today is the reminder to men and women that nothing we have        
belongs to us.ò  
 
We own nothing. We have been given material means to use, but not to own. All that we have belongs to God. 
He is our Source according to Psalm 62:5.  We are only managers and stewards of what He has entrusted to us. 
 
Because all that we have belongs to God, and because He gives us the ability to obtain wealth, every spending 
decision is in reality a spiritual decision. According to First Corinthians 10:31, our constant goal must be to glo-
rify God in all of life, including how we use His resources. 
 
Stephen Olford wrote this: ñ . . . manôs chief end is óto glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.ô We are to glorify 
God by our worshipful praise (Psalm 50:23). We are to glorify Him by our consistent fruitbearing (John 15:8). 
We are to glorify Him by our spiritual unity (Rom. 15:6). We are to glorify Him by our entire dedication    (1 
Cor. 6:20). And we are to glorify Him by our good works (Matt. 5:16). In this last category is included the    
matter of giving. Only in this way can we provide for óhonest things in the sight of the Lord.ô The glory of God 
should motivate us to give and to give our best.ò 
 
If our goals and ambitions are truly set on spiritual things, if our emphasis in life is to glorify God, we will use 
the funds He has ñloanedò to us on a temporary basis to glorify Him. We will put His money and possessions to 
good use by giving to His work and by storing up ñtreasures in heavenò (Matt. 6:19-21). 
 
There are two key questions to be asked concerning money and possessions: First, are you glorifying God in 
how you are using the money and possessions He has entrusted to you? And second, are you viewing these 
things as yours or as His? 
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Sewing Projects for the Toy Shop Tuesday mornings, once a quiet time at 

the church are now a busy time of       

ministry.  Peg Knapp and  Dee Hayes 

heard of the need for baby doll cradle 

accessories.  After a few weeks in the  

bulletins they had enough people to 

start their first of many sewing projects.  

They are making pillows and blankets 

for the doll cradles that the toy shop 

has made.  These toys are given away 

to families in need.  The others involved 

in this ministry are Carole Drake, Ann 

Leach, JoAnn Culp, Kathryn Baldwin, 

Betty Fry and even young, Bennet 

Knapp. The group meets every      

Tuesday at 9:30 in Murray Parlor   

and some just take the project home   

to work on.   

They may have been 

celebrating St.       
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Carey has the kids 

practicing for Easter.   

The kids will be singing 

for the congregation at 

the 11am service.  

The music program has 

been a part of our  

after school program 

for a few years now 
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incorporated into the 

Sunday morning     

services.    


